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Dear Deputy First Minister
Statement of Redress

I am writing to confirm that the Board of Sight Scotland has agreed to our participation in
the Redress Scotland scheme which is now operational following your statement in
parliament on 8December 2021.

We recognise the importance of the establishment of Redress Scotland to acknowledge and
provide reparation for the damage caused by historic child abuse for survivors. We
understand the importance of the role survivors of abuse have themselves played in making
the case for this scheme to be established. We welcome their involvement in developing the
proposals which have been brought into effect by the Redress for Survivors (Historical
Abuse in Care) (Scotland) Act 2021.

We wish to play our role in acknowledging, as a country, the damage caused by historic
abuse in Scotland and in apologising for failing to ensure every young person in care was
protected from abuse and the suffering it has caused.

We were very saddened to learn in September 2018 that the Royal Blind School had been
added to the list of organisations which were the focus of investigation by the Scottish Child
Abuse Inquiry. We stated then that we would fully cooperate with the process of the
Inquiry. We will take the same approach of openness and engagement with Redress
Scotland. This reflects our recognition of the importance of safeguarding in our services
today and the ethos we have established in current service provision which respects the
rights and dignity of everyone we support.
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We also understand that the emphasis we place on safeguarding today cannot undo the
damage caused to anyone who has been the victim of historic abuse. We wish to offer
heartfelt and unreserved apologies for anyone who suffered abuse while in the care of the
Royal Blind School. We will publish on our website this statement acknowledging the
wrongfulness of, and the harm caused by historical child abuse, in accordance with the
provisions of membership of the scheme.

Yours sincerely
=

Craig Spalding
Chief Executive

Enc: Sight Scotland Statement to be published on Website
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Statement for website

Sight Scotland has decided to participate in a scheme launched by the Scottish Government
on 8 December 2021 for survivors of historic child abuse in care in Scotland.

We recognise the importance of the establishment of Redress Scotland to acknowledge and
provide reparation for the damage caused by historic child abuse for survivors. We
understand the importance of the role survivors of abuse have themselves played in making
the case for this scheme to be established. We wish to play our role in acknowledging as a
country the damage caused by historic abuse in Scotland and in apologising for failing to
ensure every young person in care was protected from abuse and the suffering it has
caused.

We were very saddened to learn in September 2018 that the Royal Blind School had been
added to the list of organisations which were the focus of investigation by the Scottish Child
Abuse Inquiry. We stated then that we would fully cooperate with the process of the
Inquiry. We will take the same approach of openness and engagement with Redress
Scotland. This reflects our recognition of the importance of safeguarding in our services
today and the ethos we have established in current service provision which respects the
rights and dignity of everyone we support.

We also understand that the emphasis we place on safeguarding today cannot undo the
damage caused to anyone who has been the victim of historic abuse. We wish to offer
heartfelt and unreserved apologies for anyone who suffered abuse while in the care of the
Royal Blind School.

A copy of the letter that we have sent to the Deputy First Minister of Scotland to confirm
and explain our decision to participate is available here.

For more information on how to apply and to start the application process:
www.mygov.scot/redress

For statutory guidance, participation information and the contributor list: www.gov.scot/redress
Support for survivors of abuse is available at: https://future-pathways.co.uk/

Additional signposting and support available here:
https://www.mygov.scot/childhood-abuse
https://www.thesurvivorstrust.org/scotland

For more information, please contact us at hello@sightscotland.org.uk
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